
 

 

 

FIRST UNITED CHURCH OF OAK PARK  
21 MAY 2017  

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 

 
 

An open community united in love and justice 

 



 

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP 
 

“The opposite of faith is not doubt, but certainty.” - Anne Lamott 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. Please silence cell phones. 

   

GATHERING MUSIC                                                                                                        Linnea Erickson 
 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER              Please sign and pass the red pew pad.                             Juliet Thurman

       

GATHERING AS GOD’S PEOPLE  
 

A LOOK AT QUEST                                                                                                                                                   Art Spooner 
 

* OPENING HYMN                                         Sanctuary                                                          Jam Band 
 

  



 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                                        Evelyn Drews 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
O Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds, and whose breath gives life to all the world, 

hear me! I am small and weak. I need your strength and wisdom. Make me always ready to 

come to you with clean hands, open eyes and a loving heart. Let me not walk this journey 

alone.  
 

SILENCE IS KEPT. 
 

ASSURANCE OF LOVE   

Friends, hear this good news. Nothing can separate you from the love of God. In Jesus Christ, 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you.  

And also with you. 

 

LISTENING FOR GOD’S WORD TO US 
 
TIME FOR SHARING                                                                                                                 Josephine Desir 

 

 



 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  
for Kayla Smith and Jordan Sibley-Diggs   

 

WORDS OF WELCOME 
We are a people of and from water. We are born in water and carried in water. Life comes forth 

when water flows over the earth and the first life on earth was created in the ancient seas. Water 

is our symbol of the new birth of faith. It is that place where fear and trust come together.  

Deep water fills us with fear. Water lifts us and hold us safe. We enter the Christian Church 

through water because it is the courage, trust and hope symbolized by water, that is the 

essence of the love we share here together.  

Moses and Miriam walked through the Red Sea. John reenacts our entry into God’s Promised 

Land when John baptized people at the Jordan river. Jesus tells the Samaritan Woman that he is 

living water. And beside the sea of Galilee Jesus commissions us all to welcome people with 

love and bind ourselves to their lives with this symbol of faith. 

Today, Questors Kayla Smith and Jordan Sibley-Diggs come to these waters to be baptized, for 

they have received the Holy Spirit.  

As we celebrate this sacrament today, we remember with joy our own baptism, and we 

remember that we all belong to God, now and forever. 
 

QUESTIONS OF THE CONFIRMANDS 
 

BLESSING THE WATER 
May the love of creation’s first moments be in this water. May the courage of our Savior’s 

liberating honesty flow through this water. May the flame of God’s joy pour into this water and 

into your soul. Amen.  
 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Kayla and Jordan, you have been received into the church through baptism. God has made you 

a member of the household of faith.  

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ’s church and to our common 

journey, for we are all one in Christ. 
 

SONG OF ILLUMINATION                                     Ancient Words                                      Michael W. Smith 
 

Verse 1: Holy words long preserved  

for our walk in this world, 

they resound with God’s own heart;  

Oh, let the ancient words impart. 

Words of life, words of hope,  

give us strength, help us cope. 

In this world where’er we roam 
ancient words will guide us home. Chorus 

Verse 2: Holy words of our faith, 

handed down to this age. 

Came to us through sacrifice; 

Oh, heed the faithful words of Christ. 

Holy words long preserved  

for our walk in this world. 

They resound with God’s own heart; 
oh, let the ancient words impart. Chorus 

 

Chorus: Ancient words, ever true, changing me and changing you. We have come with open hearts, 

oh, let the ancient words impart. 
 



 

A READING                                                                      Doubt                                               Jordan Sibley-Diggs 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING              Acts 17:22-28 (NT p. 137)                                          Kayla Smith 
 

QUESTOR SERMONS                    What Being a Disciple Means to Me                             Paul Raducha 

Josephine Desir 
 

Following each Questor's sermon, we respond with I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 

 

THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION                      
 

INTRODUCTION AND QUESTIONS OF THE CONFIRMANDS     
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH           
Let us confess with the church in all times and all places  
and affirm our faith in the Triune God.  
Do you believe in God?  
Yes, I believe in God.  
Do you believe in Jesus Christ?  
Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ.  
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?   
Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit.    

 

*ANOINTING AND LAYING ON OF HANDS      
 

*CONGREGATIONAL BLESSING  
We celebrate this public affirmation of your faith. We have watched you grow, shown you 

the ways of faith through study and example. We have learned from you as you asked 

questions, dreamed dreams and told your stories of faith. We are proud of you as you take 

this important step into full membership. And now we promise to partner with you as 

disciples of Christ and members of First United Church. May God bless us as we witness 

together the good news of our risen Savior.                          
 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                 Magnolia Chesney 

Offerings are a sacred act of worship. We invite you to use the green giving cards in the pew rack to 

celebrate what you’ve already given or to make an additional donation.  
 

OFFERTORY                                                       Awake My Soul                       
 

*DOXOLOGY                                                                                                                                                LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;  

Praise Christ, all people here below. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God whom we adore.    

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 



 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER                      Josephine Desir and Paul Raducha 

Our Creator, Mother, Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.                                     

  

GOING FORTH IN DEDICATION AND SERVICE 
 
* CLOSING HYMN                                      The Summons     

 

 

 

 



 
  

*CHARGE                                                                                                                                                             Charlie Kennedy 
Go out into the world in peace. Have courage! Hold on to what is good. Return no one evil 

for evil. Strengthen the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the suffering. Honor all people. 

Love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

*BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                                  Alicia Reese 
 

*SUNG RESPONSE                                         Amen, Amen                                African-American Spiritual      
 

 
 

SENDING MUSIC                                                                               Linnea Erickson                           

 
 

 

 

  



 

CONFIRMATION AT FIRST UNITED 

 

We celebrate and give thanks for our Confirmands, new adult members among us. They are listed 

below with the scripture text some have chosen to accompany them through life.  

 

MAGNOLIA CHESNEY    Psalm 16:11 "You show me the path of life. In your promise there is fullness 

of joy; in your right hand are pleasures forever more." 
 

JOSEPHINE DESIR    Galatians 6:2 “Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law 

of Christ." 
 

EVELYN DREWS    2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of 

power and of love and of self-discipline." 
 

CHARLIE KENNEDY    Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”  Also 2 Timothy 1:7 “For God did not give us 

a spirit of cowardice, but rather a spirit of power and of love and of self-discipline." 
 

SARA KRISSINGER    Deuteronomy 30:19 “I call heaven and earth to witness today that I have set 

before you life and death, blessings and curses.  Choose life so that you and your descendants may 

live, loving the Lord your God, obeying God, and holding fast to God; for that means life to you and 

length of days." 
 

LUCAS LARSON    1 John 4:18 “ There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to 

do with punishment, and whoever fears has not yet reached perfection in love." 
 

PAUL RADUCHA    Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect." 
 

JORDAN SIBLEY-DIGGS    Micah 6:8 “God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 

Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your God." 
 

KAYLA SMITH    Matthew 5:14-16 “You are the light of the world.  A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 

No one after lighting a lamp puts it under a bushel, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in 

the house.  In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good 

works and give glory to your father in heaven." 
 

JULIET THURMAN    Matthew 18:3  "Jesus said, 'Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 

children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.’" 
 

JANE VACHON    Philippians 4:8  “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things." 

 

  



 

TODAY AT FIRST UNITED 

  
THE 2017 "PER CAPITA" DRIVE HAS STARTED  

The per capita fee paid to the denominations for each confirmed member of the church is $33.38. You 

can multiply the number of confirmed members in your family by $33.38 and send a check for the 

total amount to the church office or place a check in the Sunday collection plate. To ensure proper 

credit, please write "2017 per capita" in the memo field. Thank you to all for your past and continued 

generosity to First United! 

 

PLEASE RECYCLE your bulletin in one of the bins near the Sanctuary exits. 

 

JOIN THE DEACONS for prayer and anointing in the chapel following Worship. 

 

HEARING AMPLIFICATION DEVICES--INCLUDING T-COIL CABLES, LARGE PRINT BULLETINS, BIBLES AND 

HYMNALS are available for use during worship. Please talk to a greeter to obtain these items and return 

the amplification device to the greeter. Large print bibles and hymnals should be returned to the table 

behind the middle pews.  

 

EVENTS AND UPDATES 
 
UNITED POWER KICK-OFF: RECLAIMING SOUTHWEST CHICAGO 

Reclaiming Southwest Chicago is a comprehensive effort to create a neighborhood of good schools, 

safe streets, and affordable homes. The results from the first 100 homes reclaimed means affordable 

homes, improving schools and safer streets. This is an event to promote the next 100 homes.  
 

May 25, 2017 

6:30 p.m. sharp – 7:30 PM 

St. Adrian’s Catholic Church, 7000 S. Washtenaw, Chicago 

 

ORDINATION LIVESTREAM!  

Watch Lydia Mulkey's Ordination from afar via livestream with First United friends. The ordination 

will take place in Los Angeles, CA at 4 p.m. Central Time on Sunday, May 28. We'll watch in 

Centennial Hall. Feel free to bring snacks to munch on and share! 

 

DINNER AND A MOVIE: THE IMITATION GAME 

Friday, June 2 

Chronicling mathematical wizard Alan Turing's key role in Britain's successful effort to crack 

Germany's Enigma code during World War II, this historical biopic also recounts how his 

groundbreaking work helped launch the computer age. Dinner at 6 p.m. ($5 donation); Movie at 6:30 

(free), Sign up in lounge or call Nancy Pennington 708.386.9195. 

 

 



 

SAVE THE DATE! CHURCH PICNIC: JUNE 4 FOLLOWING WORSHIP 

Come for fun games, fellowship and good food as we greet summer! We'll provide the sandwiches; 

please bring a side dish or dessert to share. We will take a free-will offering (suggest $5 per person, 

$10 per family) to help cover the cost of sandwiches and refreshments. This will also be a time to say 

thank you to our amazing church school leaders who teach our children during the program year.  

 
FIRST UNITED COFFEE MUGS AVAILABLE AT THE ALL-CHURCH PICNIC 

The Newcomers Committee is providing new members in 2017 with a beautiful gift of a First United 

coffee mug when they join the church. We knew many current members would enjoy having one of 

their own, so we will have 100 mugs available at the June 4 all-church picnic for a suggested donation 

of $10. The mug is made by the same American company that makes the ceramic mugs used by 

Starbucks. 

 

EVENING DIVISION: HELPING CHANGE CHILDREN'S LIVES  

This year’s winner of Evening Division’s Memorial Grant Award of $2500 is Changing Worlds, an 

organization that fosters inclusive communities through writing and art programs to improve student 

learning and enhance cross-cultural understanding. Learn more about the program Thursday, June 8. 

Supper ($15 donation) at 6 p.m., program (free) at 7, Centennial Hall. Call 708.848.2757 to reserve. All 

ages welcome – join us! 
 

GOT STUFF? TALK TO FURST!  

The First United Refugee Support Team (FURST) has identified a list of items to help furnish the 

Alsaad family home. Team members will be in the church lounge before and after worship today and 

for the next few Sundays to answer questions about family visits and to help you sign up to donate 

items for our family. You can also sign up online: www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4aaaab229-

household   

  

Meet the Alsaad Family! Before leaving Iraq, Ghassan worked as a mechanical engineer at a 

petrochemical company and Nadia was an English teacher. Ghassan and Nadia have four children: 

Ayat, 13; Abrar, 12; Mujtaba, 8; and Banen, 7. The family lived in a refugee camp in Turkey for eight 

years before finally being able to move to the United States in mid-February. They live in Skokie, all 

four kids are enrolled in schools and the parents are taking English classes and participating in other 

RefugeeOne programs.   

  

Questions? Contact Charlie Morris Charlie Morris (cmorris91120@gmail.com), Leah Beckwith 

(leahb44@ameritech.net ), or John Chapman-Rienstra (wolverienstra@gmail.com). 

 
 

 

 
 



 

WELCOME- We’re glad you joined us for worship. Learn about First United:  

• Visit the welcome desk in the lounge or the visitor table in the narthex to receive more information 

about the church and a gift to take home with you.    

• Sign the registration pad when it’s passed. Include your email to receive our weekly e-news and 

devotional! 

• Speak with any greeter or minister or join us for coffee hour following worship. 

• Contact Britt Cox at 708.386.5215 or bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com for information about Newcomers 

Gatherings and any additional questions.  
 

ABOUT US - We are a union church of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the United Church of Christ. We 

seek to be an inclusive expression of Christ’s body celebrating our diversity while finding our unity in Christ.  

We are a More Light/Open and Affirming congregation, committed to full inclusion of GLBTQ people in 

membership & ministry. 
 

ABOUT WORSHIP - Worship is our time to praise and grow closer to God. Worship each week includes 

song, prayer, learning, silence and giving. If you have any questions about what we do, please ask a minister 

or a member. 
 

WORSHIP WITH CHILDREN - We welcome all children to participate fully in worship. Age-appropriate 

worship activities and books are available as you enter the sanctuary. We offer safe, quality childcare and 

quiet play for children five and under in our nursery (just off the lounge). Accompanied by a parent, these 

children may leave after Time for Sharing. 
 

RESTROOMS & WIFI - Accessible restrooms are located off the church lounge.  Free Wireless Internet is 

available in all areas except the Sanctuary. Network: ‘FirstGuest’, password: ‘FirstUnited’. 
 

GIVING - Offering envelopes are in the pew racks. You can also give one time or recurring gifts online at 

www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving.  
 

 

  

 

http://www.firstunitedoakpark.com/giving


 

SUNDAY, MAY 21 - CONFIRMATION 
8:15 am     Confirmation Breakfast 

9:30 am     Church School  

9:30 am     COM Response Team  

                   Listening Session 

11:00 am   Worship  

12:00 pm   Confirmation Reception 

12:30 pm   Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

6:00 pm     FUSH 

MONDAY, MAY 22 
9:00 am     CPM Meeting (Presbytery) 

10:00 am   Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

6:30 pm     CMA Justice and Witness Ministry 

6:30 pm     Pack 16 meeting 

7:00 pm     2017 CROP Follow-Up Meeting 

7:00 pm     Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

7:00 pm     Nominating committee meeting  

TUESDAY, MAY 23 
9:00 am     National Guild of Piano Teachers  

11:00 am   Summer Meals Volunteer Orientation 

7:00 pm     Personnel committee meeting 

7:00 pm     Pro Musica Singer Tour meeting 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
9:00 am     National Guild of Piano Teachers 

11:00 am   Wednesday Small Group 

7:00 pm     Sanctuary Choir 

7:00 pm     Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

THURSDAY, MAY 25 
2:00 pm     Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

6:30 pm     Cluster Tutoring Tutor Event 

7:00 pm     Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

FRIDAY, MAY 26 

SATURDAY, MAY 27 

SUNDAY, MAY 28 
9:30 am     Church School 

11:00 am   Worship  

12:30 pm   Bridgebuilder Focus Group 

3:00 pm     PFLAG 

4:00 pm     Lydia’s Ordination Livestream 

6:00 pm     FUJI/FUSH 

 

  

 

 

CONTACT THE FIRST UNITED OFFICE MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 9 AM TO 5 PM 

708.386.5215 
 

John Cole, Lead Pastor (ext. 101)                                                                     jcole@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Britt Cox, Associate Pastor (ext. 105)                                                               bcox@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Lydia Mulkey, Director of Christian Education (ext. 103)                    lmulkey@firstunitedoakpark.com 

Alicia Reese, Coordinator of Youth & Children's Ministry                   areese@firstunitedoakpark.com   
William Chin, Director of Music (ext. 108)                                                       bill@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Michael Surratt, Organist                                                                          msurratt@firstunitedoakpark.com                                     
Donna Montgomery, Church Administrator (ext. 102)                         donnam@firstunitedoakpark.com   
Amanda Swanson, Administrative Assistant (ext. 100)                             office@firstunitedoakpark.com   
LynToya Pate, Financial Assistant (ext. 106)                                                 lpate@firstunitedoakpark.com  
Keith Liesse, Head Custodian                                                                      kliesse@firstunitedoakpark.com   
First United Church Nursery School                                          708.848.4910, www.firstunitedschool.com   
Prevail/Housing Forward                                                               708.386.1946, www.housingforward.org    
Oak Park River Forest Food Pantry                                                708.386.1324, www.oprffoodpantry.org   
The Kid’s Kloset, children’s clothing ministry                                                              sjzaruba@yahoo.com  
 


